Ways to establish a system of river transportation on Ishikari River are currently being investigated , but there are still many unresolved technical problems. One problem is that a salt wedge extends about 20 kmupstream from the mouth of the river in the dry season. The diffusion of salt caused by the passage of a freightboat may have adverse effects on the fishing industry. Moreover, structures such as a bridge pier are in a mouth of the river , and it is necessary to also take into consideration the diffusion of the saltwater by the wake of the bridge pier .
